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January 10, 2012 
 

Happy New Year 
 

What a wonderful new year lies before us. We are looking forward with great 

expectation to see what the Lord has for us to do, to experience, to express, to give and to 

receive. We pray that you and your family will experience God’s abundance in 2012! 
 
 

 
Don’t Give Up! 

Alice Smith 

 

I love this time of the year. Football!!! And the 
play-offs are really fun this year since our team 
the Houston Texans have made the play-offs for 
the first time in their franchise history of ten 
years. Go Texans! Well, do you remember the 
Peanuts character Lucy, the bossy little girl who 
holds the football for Charlie Brown every 
football season so he can kick the ball? She moves 
the ball just as Charlie’s foot is about to make 
contact and sends him sprawling. Aggravated, yet 
still trusting, he gets up and tries again. After 
several attempts he says in frustration, “Where do 
you go to give up?” 

Each of us has come to the giving-up 
place at some point in our Christian walk. Usually 
it happens because we don’t understand the way 
God works in our lives, and we find ourselves 
tempted to give up on living a dedicated life. 

I can think of at least three reasons why 
we come to this place of giving up. We can lose 
heart because of sudden defeating circumstances, 
because of ongoing disappointments, or because 
we lose sight of our goal. 

The first reason—sudden defeating 
circumstances—provides an instant temptation to 
give up. Consider the story of one Olympic 
runner in the 1980s who was on the final leg of a 
race when he twisted his ankle and fell. A 
collective gasp could be heard throughout the 
stadium. The athlete got up, ran a short distance 
and fell again. Without consideration of the rules, 
the runner’s father jumped the fence and ran to 
his son’s aid, shouting for him to stop. The 
frustrated runner looked at his father and said, 
“Dad, I will not give up.” But he could run no 

 
Join us SOON in these cities! 
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Houston, TX – Eddie & Alice 

Friday-Saturday, January 13-14 

Adult Vision Conference 
Gateway Christian Fellowship 

25314 Zube Rd 
Hockley, TX 77447 

Details: (281) 373-0202 
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Tucson, AZ - Alice 

Wednesday, January 18  
Tucson Arena 

All-day Advanced Intercession 
and Spiritual Warfare Training 
No charge. MUST preregister. 

Seating limited. 
For more information email: 

ashlee@usprayercenter.org 
(Enter the name of this city  

in the subject line) 
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further. The caring father joined his son and 
assisted him to the finish line.  

Olympic records state that the runner did 
not finish the race. Not so! Even though the rules 
stated that for a runner to remain qualified, no 
other person could touch the runner, the injured 
Olympian hobbled with his father’s help all the 
way to the finish line . . . and crossed it! 

We can also give in to discouragement 
because of ongoing disappointments, such as 
when someone who doesn’t deserve it gets ahead 
of us, or when our fondest hopes and dreams get 
waylaid. You’ve had it happen, and so have I. 
You were next in line for the job promotion but 
the person who wheeled and dealed got 
promoted instead. Or perhaps you have a dream 
or a long-term goal, but others have challenged 
that dream because of your gender, race, or social 
status! Paul counseled the Galatians about 
overcoming this kind of discouragement: “You 
were running a good race. Who cut in on you and 
kept you from obeying the truth?” (Gal. 5: 7-8).  

During the 1980 Boston Marathon, Rosie 
Ruiz was the first woman to cross the finish line. 
She looked too good for someone who had just 
run 26 miles. She wasn’t sweating or breathing 
heavily. When questioned, she simply stated how 
good she had felt that morning. No checkpoint 
officials remember seeing her on the course. 
Several college students claimed they saw her 
jump into the race two miles from the finish line. 
Ruiz was eventually disqualified despite her 
denials, and second-place finisher Jackie Gareau 
was elevated to champion. 

Can you identify with Jackie? You’re 
running the race but someone cuts in on you. 
Although Jackie was eventually given her rightful 
place, everything doesn’t always turn out right. 
That’s when you have to decide if you will stay in 
the race or give up because someone has deceived 
you or misled you.  

A third giving-up place occurs when we 
have lost sight of the finish line. It’s rare to see a 
competing athlete turn his or her head to check 
what’s happening behind, because it wastes time 
and slows them down. Paul says, in Philippians 
3:12-14:  “Not that I have already obtained all 
this, or have already been made perfect, but I 
press on to take hold of that for which Christ 
Jesus took hold of me. . . . One thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win 
the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.”  

When circumstances press in and take 
our eyes away from the goal, we need to be 
reminded that the finish line is still ahead of us. 

 
Las Vegas, NV - Alice 
Tuesday, January 24  

Thomas and Mack Center 
All-day Advanced Intercession 
and Spiritual Warfare Training 
No charge. MUST preregister. 

Seating limited. 
For more information email: 

ashlee@usprayercenter.org  
(Enter the name of this city  

in the subject line) 
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San Antonio, TX – Eddie 
Tuesday, January 31  

Omega Church 
3737 Roosevelt 

San Antonio, TX 78214 
Details: 

http://www.buddybellministries.com/ri
ver_city_summit_2012 
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Baytown, TX – Eddie 

Sunday, February 12, 6:00PM 
Secrets To A Happy Marriage 

Church of New Beginnings 

3220 N Alexander Dr 
Baytown, TX 77521 

 
--==((0))==-- 

 
Bristol, CT – Alice 

Friday-Monday, March 9-11 
Women’s Conference 

Christian Fellowship Center 

43 Prospect St 
Bristol, CT 06010 
For information: 

Details: (860) 589-0662 
http://www.cfcstorehouse.org 
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INVEST IN THIS MINISTRY NOW 

Your income tax-deductible 
gifts make this ministry possible. 

Thank you!  
CLICK HERE 
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Enroll in our FREE  
Year Long Online  
School of Prayer  
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One missionary couple went to the jungles of 
Africa as young people and ran a marathon by 
giving 50 years of service to the African people 
they committed their lives to. Now they were 
returning home—a finish line of sorts. As their 
ship entered the New York harbor, the elderly 
couple stood at the deck railing and watched in 
astonishment while a crowd of dockside people 
cheered and a band played rousing music. Their 
hearts were stirred and tears of joy streamed 
down their cheeks at such an unexpected 
welcome.  

When the boat docked and the passengers 
began to disembark, the noise of the cheers and 
whistles and handclapping rose to a high pitch 
but then lessened as the crowd turned to follow 
the progress of one man—a famous diplomat who 
was one of the first to leave the ship.  By the time 
the couple reached the dock they stood all alone. 
There was no one to greet them; no one to take 
them home. A wash of emotion flooded the 
woman and she began to cry. Her husband pulled 
her into his arms, stroked her silver hair and 
tenderly said, “Honey, please don’t be sad. Don’t 
you know we’re not home yet?” This couple 
experienced temporary disappointment but they 
never lost sight of their eternal goal. 

No, it’s not easy to remain faithful behind 
the scenes and get overlooked. It’s not easy to 
persevere in the face of chronic discouragement. 
But we have a Savior who has given us the ability 
to finish the race. Because of Him, we don’t have 
to continue to run with weights hanging on us. 
When He took our place on the cross, He 
permanently removed the weight of sin and now 
encourages us to cross the finish line.  

Has life got you down? Discouragement 

happens to all of us from time to time. When it 

does, just remember: Never give up, because 
you’re not home yet! 
 

 

 
Order Aliceôs Latest Book! 

 
BUY NOW 

 

Find a Deeper Connection  

With Christ  

Whether we admit it or not every 

person in pursuit of God has 

struggled to feel his presence. 

Writing to Christ's bride the church 

intercessor and international speaker 

Alice passionately addresses the keys 

to deeper intimacy and how we can 

develop and enjoy a vital relationship 

with Christ our Bridegroom. She 

discusses the seasons of intimacy that 

mirror the seasons of the year: 

disclosure (spring) passion (summer) 

stripping (fall) and cave dwelling 

(winter). 

BUY NOW 

Spiritual Intimacy With God also 

explores topics such as: 

 

=>  Intimacy killers 

=>  What we can learn about 

intimacy from biblical mentors 

=>  What gifts God gives to help us 

develop intimacy 

=>  The rewards of intimacy 

=>  Intimacy and the practice of 

prayer 

Let Alice, the author of the 

bestselling book Beyond the Veil, 

lead you to a deeper level in your 

relationship with Christ. 

BUY NOW 
 

Eddie and Alice Smith Ministries 
7710-T Cherry Park Dr, Ste 224 
www.EddieandAlice.com 
800.569.4825 
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